



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Wartime Activities of Fusae Ichikawa:
A Reappraisal
SHINDO Kumiko, Ph. D.
Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Toyo Eiwa University
This paper sheds light on two aspects of the civil activity of the
women’s suffrage movement led by Fusae Ichikawa in wartime
Japan.
As has been pointed out in a previous paper, after the Manchurian
Incident of 1931, military totalitarianism swiftly penetrated almost
every corner of people’s lives. Under such circumstances, women
suffragists could no longer demand political rights equal to those of
men. In the highly conservative society, the only areas in which
women were allowed to engage in social activities were life-related
ones. Moreover, the government urgently asked women to pursue
economies in their daily lives in order to support its war goals.   
Ichikawa was quick to grasp the wartime atmosphere. She picked
up new issues relating to the price of gas, to daily foods and to
garbage collection, along with the demand for political rights. By
making these new issues major targets of the women’s political
movement, Ichikawa succeeded in popularizing it by politicizing
ordinary women other than women suffragists. This paper delineates
the ways in which women’s wartime experiences contributed to the
making of postwar gender politics in Japan.
Fusae Ichikawa also incorporated into the movement activities
aimed at purifying the corruption of the general elections in which
men had universal suffrage. Because of the immaturity of prewar
civil society, men voters were not sufficiently civilized and buying
votes and abstention were common. Again, Fusae Ichikawa turned
this situation into a good opportunity to get women involved in
politics. Since women were traditionally considered as moral
creatures compared to men, their activities were not only accepted by
the society but also convinced men of women’s political capacities.
Out of these experiences, Fusae Ichikawa worked out the ideal
pattern for the general elections held after the war.
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